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appropriate right now. We were victim-

ized on September 11 by a fiendish, un-

fortunately skillful group of mass mur-

derers who wreaked terrible destruc-

tion on innocent people. And clearly a 

tough, effective law enforcement re-

sponse is one of the things that is 

called for. We worked hard in the Con-

gress to enhance the law enforcement 

powers of the Federal authorities. 

There was virtual unanimity that they 

should be given increased surveillance 

powers.
In the end, some of us were dis-

appointed that some safeguards we had 

devised were not in the final bill and 

some of us opposed it, but we did not 

oppose it because we opposed the en-

hanced surveillance powers. We agreed 

on those. We should be going further. 

Congress is partly guilty of having in-

sufficiently funded the Immigration 

Service and others who are our first 

line of defense. There is broad support 

in the Congress and in the country for 

this kind of increased law enforcement, 

but I fear that the Attorney General’s 

actions may be jeopardizing that con-

sensus and he is introducing into a sub-

ject that ought to be one of virtual 

unanimity a degree of conflict. 
First, we have a couple of issues that 

ought not to have been pursued at this 

time. In my judgment, they should not 

have been pursued at all. But recently 

the Attorney General, in the midst of 

telling us that he is going to reorient 

the FBI and reorient the Justice De-

partment to focus on terrorism, at a 

time when we know we have done a 

poor job of keeping track of people ad-

mitted into this country for limited pe-

riods and limited purposes, we have 

done a poor job of enforcing those lim-

its, the Attorney General is engaged in 

a couple of ideological crusades, in 

both cases ignoring referenda passed by 

two States. States’ rights is sometimes 

respected by my conservative col-

leagues; but it is sometimes, I guess 

when it gets in the way of their ide-

ology, ignored. 
The people of Oregon twice voted in a 

referendum to allow doctors to help 

with suicides. People outside of Oregon 

may not like it, that is their right; but 

that was the vote of the people of Or-

egon. There was an effort by the Con-

gress to overturn that. While the House 

passed the bill, the Senate rejected it 

so the law was not changed. The Attor-

ney General has nonetheless found 

time in this fight to divert energies 

into trying to overrule, in effect, the 

vote of the people of Oregon. 
Similarly, the people of California 

and many other States voted to allow 

the medical prescription of marijuana. 

The Attorney General simply again di-

verted law enforcement efforts to go 

after people who were guilty only of 

trying to use marijuana to alleviate 

their pain. 
And even more troubling is what is 

going on in law enforcement itself. Yes, 

all the powers available to law enforce-
ment should be used to protect us 
against terrorists. But a refusal by the 
Justice Department to tell us exactly 
what numbers of people are being de-
tained, how many are being released, 
what are the conditions of the deten-
tion, those serve no law enforcement 
purpose.
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What they do is raise questions in 
people’s minds about whether or not 
powers are abused. If people fear pow-
ers are abused, we will resist granting 
those powers. In fact, there are powers 
that ought to be there. 

The Attorney General disservices our 
effort by allowing controversy to exist 
where it should not. The most recent 
announcement that monitoring of con-
versations will now take place between 
people who have been confined and 
their lawyers is very disturbing. Re-
member, we are not talking here about 
terrorists having their conversations 
overheard. We are talking about people 
who have been detained; who have been 
convicted of no crime; who are guilty, 
as far as we know, maybe of something, 
maybe of nothing, but who have not 
had any adjudication; and we are talk-
ing about monitoring their lawyers’ 
conversations.

Now, the Justice Department ac-
knowledges that to do that in a way 
that was relevant to a trial would not 
be permissible, so we are told that we 
will monitor those conversations, but 
information gained in that monitoring 
would not be admissible at trial. 

Mr. Speaker, I am afraid that invites 
judicial intervention, so that if they do 
proceed in some cases with a trial and 
a conviction, that could be jeopardized. 

We have past experience. We have the 
case of Wen Ho Lee, an American cit-
izen who was accused of espionage, and 
the FBI abused his rights. A Federal 
judge criticized the FBI for that. 

That is the point we want to make. 
We are not talking here about defend-
ing terrorists; we are not talking about 
defending people who are guilty. We 
are talking about the rights of people 
who have been accused of crimes to 
prepare their defense. 

I hope the Attorney General recon-
siders this pattern of disturbing ac-
tions.

f 

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
WHITFIELD). Pursuant to clause 12 of 
rule I, the Chair declares the House in 
recess until 2 p.m. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 46 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m. 

f 

b 1400

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. WHITFIELD) at 2 p.m. 

PRAYER

The Reverend Vincent A. Cummings, 

Chaplain, Captain, United States Air 

Force Reserve, Nashville, Tennessee, 

offered the following prayer: 
Father, we gather here today as pub-

lic servants, assembled collectively in-

side this, the United States House of 

Representatives. Use us as instruments 

of Your will. We thank You for the life, 

health, wisdom and love You have be-

stowed upon our Nation. 
First, we ask that You confer upon 

us, whether rich or poor in spirit, Your 

most holy traits of mercy and humil-

ity. Place a burden on the hearts of 

these legislators for those who have 

the least. Let them constantly remem-

ber their duties to their citizens, but 

most of all, those who are the meekest: 

the homeless, the poor, and the op-

pressed. Anoint these great men and 

women to also be protectors of the fu-

ture, our children, and never allow 

them to forsake their well-being for 

the interests of the present. 
Continue also to develop the tenets 

of selfless service and honorable char-

acter in all of us, as we serve this great 

country as its leaders. Teach us to do 

what is right for all time, not what is 

acceptable for the moment at hand. 

Let us also remember that freedom is 

not free. As witnessed through our Na-

tion’s recently shed blood, a price was 

paid for the liberty we now enjoy. 

Show us that Your grace must coincide 

with the justice we diligently pursue. 

Never again let us have words and 

promises take the place of deeds and 

actions.
Finally, hold us accountable to a 

higher standard when our personal 

judgment takes place. Examine us 

upon what we did to make these, our 

United States of America, a better 

place for all. Peer into our hearts and 

see the humility, the grace, and the 

courage to have made the best deci-

sions for those we serve. But, most of 

all, judge us on how well we loved our 

brothers and sisters, the citizens of the 

United States of America, through our 

acts as their servant leaders. 
May God continue to bless all of you, 

the elected representatives of the 

House, and may God continue to bless 

these, our United States of America. 

Amen.

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair has examined the Journal of the 

last day’s proceedings and announces 

to the House his approval thereof. 
Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-

nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 

gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. CLEM-

ENT) come forward and lead the House 

in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
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